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Higher Education in
Charaideo District

Dr Sunil Dutta
Vice Principal, Sonari College

Higher education, as affirmed by the National Education
policy (NEP) 2020, plays a highly significant role in developing India
as envisioned in the Indian constitution. The honourable Prime
Minister Mr Narendra Modi envisages that ‘Developing India’ will
be transformed into a ‘Developed India’ (Viksit Bharat) by 2047, the
100" year of its independence from colonial rule. Undeniably,
sustainable livelihood, economic growth and holistic development
of a nation depend crucially on quality higher education. The 21*
century education, therefore, must aim at producing good, innovative,
progressive, productive and contributing citizens for shaping an
equitable, inclusive, cultured, knowledge and vibrant society.

Traditionally, Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) comprise
universities and colleges. In Charaideo district, higher education is
imparted in colleges only. There are six provincialized colleges and
one permitted college in the district instituted in different decades of
the 20th century. Sonari College and Sonari Commerce College,
situated in the heart of Sonari town, are the nerve-centres of higher
education in science, arts and commerce streams. Established in 1970,
Sonari College flourished under the firm and charismatic leadership
of the founder Principal Late Golap Chandra Borgohain. Dr Bimal
Chandra Gogoi, the present principal of the college, leaves no stone
unturned to make it a centre of excellence. Sonari Commerce College,
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Higher Education in Charaideo District

which had its establishment in 1991, occupies a distinctive position

as the only hub of commerce education in the district. Mr Jibendra Kumar Saikia rendered
his selfless services with a strong and motivating spirit of commitment as the
founder principal. Dr Bipul Dey, the present principal of the college, makes all
possible efforts to better the college. Then we have Sapekhati College which was
set up in 1988 under the zealous principalship of Late Kamal Gogoi. The present
Principal of the college is Dr Hemanta Kumar Barua who undertakes all effective
measures to serve the society by upgrading it. The year 1995 witnessed the
establishment of Borhat B P B Memorial College at Borhat under the inspiring
principalship of Late Mahendra Narayan Borgohain. The institution grew into
fullness under the outstanding stewardship of Dr Promod Borgohain who is the
present principal of the college.

Moran College, established at Moranhat in 1964, earns the distinction of
becoming the oldest college in the district. Late Ghana Kanta Gogoi, the founder
Principal, spearheaded the institution with his visionary leadership. Dr Mitali
Konwar is the present Principal of the college. Another college located at Moranhat
is Moran Mahila Mahavidyalaya which was founded in 1992 with Dr Sukha
Baruah as its founder Principal. It holds a unique position as the only institution
in the district exclusively for education of women. Mrs Jayshree Phukan, the
present principal, leads the college with her enthusiastic spirit and grit in the
desired direction.

Finally, Patsaku College is the only college in the district which awaits
provincialization. It was established in 1994 with a vision of giving quality
education to the poor and disadvantaged students. The person who served faithfully
as the founder principal was Late Bhubaneswar Handique and the present principal
i1s Mrs Sarala Mohan who guides the college to the satisfaction of all concerned.
The college received permission from Dibrugarh University in 1995.

In addition to the regular undergraduate programmes, all the afore-mentioned
colleges have study centers of open and distance learning for both Undergraduate
and Post-Graduate programmes in different disciplines under Dibrugarh University
and Krishna Kanta Handique State Open University. It is worth-mentioning here
that all these colleges were established on the initiatives of some committed
persons of the concerned localities assisted and supported by the general public.
Hundreds of students become graduates from these colleges every year and serve
the society in their own ways.
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